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EDITORIAL
T HIS SPECIAL issue of Asian Perspectives is on Micronesian prehistory, an area ofresearch that has become very active during the previous decade. I asked Alexan-der Spoehr if he would organize and edit this issue shortly after his return to
Hawaii, following his retirement from the University of Pittsburgh. I also asked Yosihiko
H. Sinoto, Chairman of the Department of Anthropology of the Bishop Museum in
Honolulu, ifhe would assist in this undertaking. Both very kindly agreed to this task, nei-
ther realizing how long it would be before this issue appeared in print. The delay in
appearance is no fault of theirs but results from the budget problem I referred to in my
editorial for Volume 23, number 2 last year (more on this below). I thank them for their
worthy efforts in bringing out this delayed issue.
I am very pleased with this issue to introduce our new Assistant Editor, Robert H.
Albert. He is and will be a force to reckon with. He is a retired U.S. Marine, both enlisted
man and officer, who first served in China in the 1930s. (He had no connection with the
unfortunate disappearance of Peking Man.) Not only does he present a well-organized,
intellectual presence but his physical presence is also commanding. For several years in
the 1930s he boxed as a heavyweight in Los Angeles and was about to turn professional
when he joined the Marine Corps in 1937. He did some boxing as a Marine in Shanghai
but, happily for us, he heard about the likely brain damage that could result from boxing
and brought this activity to an end. Following his retirement from the Marine Corps he
returned to school and graduated from the University of Hawaii with a B.A. in anthropol-
ogy, specializing in archaeology. During the late 1970s and the first year or two of the
1980s he took part in several archaeological salvage projects in Hawaii. Those of you who
write concerning AP content are likely to hear from him in reply. He is with us on a
purely voluntary basis; no financial consideration available. Welcome aboard, Bob.
I made a request in my previous editorial for donations to help build up a fund to pay
for a third issue during a year to gradually bring AP back on schedule. I had one
encouraging response to that editorial, tentative support for a special issue. I have had
moderate success in developing this special issue and can now go back to the person who
made the suggestion to see if we can move ahead on both the financing and contents of
that issue. Volume 24, number 2, a general issue using up all of the papers in hand
received through 1981, is just about ready for typesetting. It should be out around the end
of this year and I hope by then I can say a bit more about the proposed special issue. It
would be very nice in could hear from others ofyou with good news of this nature.
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